
Jimmy Odom, founder of WeDeliver, was always 

an entrepreneur. He once ran an overnight 

pizza delivery company out of his kitchen  

because no other local pizza places were 

open during those hours. 

Several years later, frustrated with others try-

ing—and failing—to code his ideas, he joined 

what’s now The Starter League to stake his 

claim in what he considers the ‘frontier time’ 

for digital society. His Demo 

Day was the Grand Opening 

of 1871. 

“Chicago needed a place 

where serendipity could 

occur,” said Odom. “The 

founders and supporters of  

1871 made this happen; 

they let Chicago become a  

beacon of forward progress 

and innovation.” 

Odom met his WeDeliver co-founders, Kirk 

Lashley and Daniela Bolzmann at two separate 

Startup Weekends in Chicago and sold them 

on his idea of providing local businesses  

a same-day delivery offering—an idea born  

from his mother asking him to go to  

Walgreens during a crucial moment of the TV 

show The Walking Dead. 

The co-founders won their Startup Week-

end in November 2012 and received a free 

30-day membership to 1871. They became 

paying members as soon as the trial expired 

and they’re still members today with plans to 

‘graduate’ by November. 

“The office hours at 1871 are so valuable. 

When your company is in an embryonic state, 

there’s insight you can only get from peo-

ple who’ve been there  

before,” said Odom.  

“WeDeliver is truly a 

product of 1871 and the 

advice we received during 

office hours.”

WeDeliver allows multiple 

businesses to share a  

delivery fleet and provides 

its customers logistics, 

accountability and real-

time insights including 

communication with the driver. 

Clients include Magnolia Bakery in Chicago, 

and Chicago florists Dilly Lilly and Bunches 

of Flowers. When WeDeliver got a call for a  

floral delivery to the first family, Odom  

 delivered that package personally. He’s come 

a long way from pizza delivery boy and he 

says it’s thanks to 1871. 

1871 HAND-DELIVERED 
SERENDIPITY TO WEDELIVER

FUNDING 

Bootstrapped first 

seven months

2013  –  $100,000 

(friends & family)

EMPLOYEES

Current 

4 full-time & 40+ 

delivery specialists 

Future 

4 more full-time by 

October 2013

HISTORY

10/2012   –  Founded

07/2013   –  Comple ted 1500+ 

Deliveries Alpha Testing & 

Moved to Private Beta

AWARDS

07/2013   –  Tech Cocktail: 

Chicago’s Hottest 

Showcasing Startup

06/2013   –  IBM Global 

Entrepreneur Mentor Day 

Award Winner

06/2013   –  Techweek Chicago 

2013 Launch Winner

11/2012   –  Startup 

weekend winner

 

“CHICAGO NEEDED A PLACE 

WHERE SERENDIPITY COULD 

OCCUR,” SAID ODOM. “THE 

FOUNDERS AND SUPPORT-

ERS OF 1871 MADE THIS 

HAPPEN; THEY LET CHICAGO 

BECOME A BEACON OF 

FORWARD PROGRESS AND 

INNOVATION.”

September 2013


